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Over half of the districts in the Chad’s Sahel belt have malnutrition 
rates above the emergency threshold. (OCHA / Kropf) 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Food insecurity is critical in 

the Sahel West with 

alarming malnutrition rates. 

 In Lac, insecurity is making 

humanitarian access 

difficult. 

 El Niño could have a 

negative impact on food 

security in the country. 

 Chad will attend the Paris 

Conference on climate 

change, bringing a plan for 

adaptation and risk 

mitigation. 

KEY FIGURES 

Population 13.2 m 

Literacy rate 34.5% 

GDP per capita US$2,500 

Life expectancy 49.8 yrs 

Mortality rate  
(under 5) 

150/1,000 

Maternal 
mortality rate 

860 / 
100,000 

Access to 
potable water 

45% 

Returnees  100,546 

Refugees 380,196 

IDPs 52,396 

 
FUNDING 

572 million  

Requested in 2015 (US$) 

44% funded 

 

  

 
Food insecurity and malnutrition critical in 
Chad’s Western Sahel 
 
Malnutrition crisis in Western Chad 

The situation is critical. According to the Nutrition Cluster, global acute malnutrition (GAM) 
rates are close to or exceed the emergency threshold (15%) in Chad’s western Sahel. 
Following the results of the Enquête démographique et de santé à indicateurs multiples 
(EDS-MICS 2014), GAM rates above the 15% emergency threshold were recorded in 
several regions. These levels are particularly worrisome in some areas such as Lac 
(24.8%) and Kanem (21.3%), as shown in the graph below. The severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM) rates are also above the emergency threshold of 2% in almost all regions in Chad.  
 

 
 
In Western Chad the proportion of children suffering from chronic malnutrition is the 
highest. Kanem is the worst affected with 64% of children suffering from global chronic 
malnutrition (GCM), followed by Lac (57.1%) and Bahr-El-Gazal (56.4%) according to the 
EDS-MICS 2014, published in early October (see chart below). Chronic malnutrition 
caused by micronutrient deficiency essential to health has serious consequences for 
children, including stunting that affects intellectual development and increases the risk of 
chronic diseases. 
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This dire situation has been going on for years in western Chad (Kanem especially) where 
rainfall is inadequate, and has a severe impact on crops and pasture for livestock, thus 
affecting people's livelihood. 
 

A humanitarian response to a structural problem 

Humanitarian responses have been delivered to respond to this structural problem, 
including screening, health care for malnourished children, and treatment of pregnant and 
nursing women. However, in the absence of development programmes, those actions were 
not able to put an end to the situation. Tens of thousands of children are treated in the 
Western Sahel every year. Since January 2015, nearly 102,000 malnourished children 
were treated in outpatient nutritional units (ONU) and nearly 7,000 in therapeutic nutritional 
units (TNU) throughout the Chadian Sahel belt. In recent years, the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and its partners have been working to improve the food 
security and nutrition of collectives of vulnerable people in the area of Mao (Kanem region) 
by facilitating access to land for them in the wadis. These projects have helped strengthen 
the purchasing power of the groups’ members and help to diversify the food products 
available in Mao. These activities are still not enough for Chad where 1.6 million people are 
food insecure, including 400,000 severely food insecure. Such projects, scaled, could 
positively impact the nutritional situation in the Sahel, particularly in the West. Actions 
which are part of the long term, introduced by the Government with the support of 
development actors, are necessary to get the children of the Sahel out of the malnutrition 
cycle. 
According to the Nutrition Cluster, a behaviour shift is needed particularly in improving 
healthcare and nutrition practices for infants and young children. One aspect of such 
practices concerns exclusive breastfeeding (0-5 months), which promotes the normal 
physical, mental and psychological development of children. Currently just 0.1% of children 
are exclusively breastfed in Chad. 

 
Hundreds of thousands of people in food insecurity 

According the Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) in May 2015, around 
522,000 people were in global food insecurity in the three regions of Chad’s western Sahel 
with nearly 120,000 people affected by severe food insecurity. Kanem is the most affected 
region, with 70% of severe food insecurity in the north and 51% in the rest of the region. 
The second most severely hit area is the Bahr-El-Ghazal recording 49% in the north and 
south, while in Lac 42% of people are affected. 
Based on projections, the Food Security Cluster has revised the number of people living in 
global food insecurity to 528,624. The response during the 2015 lean season (June to 
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According to the 
nutrition Cluster, the 
population needs to 
change their practices 
in order to improve care 
and nutrition practices 
for infants and young 
children. 
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October) reached some 345,000 people. This shortfall can be explained by inadequate 
funding, insecurity and multiple displacements in Lac region. According to the Nutrition 
Cluster, over 180,000 people in Kanem, Lac and Bahr el Gazel have not received 
assistance  and their situation is of 
deep concern. Some humanitarian 
actors are trying to address this issue 
such as  the World Food Programme 
(WFP), which has been distributing 
food to over 120,000 people suffering 
from severe food insecurity in the 
three regions of the Sahel West and 
Guera since early October.   
A sustainable response is needed. 
The NGO Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) continues to fight against food 
insecurity in Nokou District, (Kanem 
region) by giving support in livestock 
rearing and agriculture to some 3,500 
households. Fairs on seeds, market 
gardening and small ruminants will be 
organized as well as capacity 
building, to include crop management 
and care of animals. 
An analysis of the agro-climatic conditions by the Nutrition Cluster, shows a globally 
acceptable sketch of the crop season in 2015 but slight deficits in some areas. Alerts have 
been reported on the early return of cattle herds southwards, in agricultural areas where 
crops have not yet been harvested, such as Kanem. In addition, significant fatalities among 
small ruminants due to lack of pasture and disease in the three regions during the lean 
period were reported. The national food security survey (ENSA), the SMART survey and 
household economy survey (HEA) will give more accurate estimates of the food situation in 
Chad globally and in the Sahel at the end of the year. 

 
An association of aggravating factors 

The Nigerian crisis has had grave consequences for people in the Lac region. Border 
closures, the prohibition of fishing on Lake Chad and the cessation of agricultural activities 
on the islands have affected trade and livelihoods in the area. Agricultural labourers who 
came from neighbouring regions of Lac, have no more opportunities. Manufactured food 
products came mainly from Nigeria, and livestock and fishery products were exported 
there. 
The Nigerian crisis has exacerbated the already precarious situation in Western Sahel 
populations exposed to chronic low production. The factors fostering this are multiple, and 
populations are unable to recover from the successive declines in agricultural production 
accumulated over the years, meaning their food supplies are reduced. 
The results of the 2014-2015 crop season already showed a 10% decline in production of 
corn as an average over the past five years. Corn is the main food crop in Lac region, 
which is itself one of Chad's food reservoirs. Low income means people cannot access 
food particularly as prices increase. As an example, according to EFSA, a kilo of maize 
cost FCFA260 (about $0.5) on Bol (Lac) market in March, a 42% increase on the average 
over the past five years. In September, the price of corn had risen by 59% compared with 
the average of the past five years. In Mao (Kanem) and Moussoro (Bahr-el Ghazal) 
markets, millet prices also increased by 18% and 21% respectively compared with the 
average of the last five years. 
 

 

 

The Nigerian crisis has 
had a severe impact on 
people in Lac region. 
Border closures, the 
prohibition of fishing on 
Lake Chad and the 
cessation of agricultural 
activities on the islands 
have affected trade and 
livelihoods in the area. 

In Chad, 1.6 million 
people are food 
insecure, including 
400,000 severely food 
insecure. 

The joy of a father after a food distribution in the Bahr El Gazal (PAM / Loyse 
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Humanitarian access getting more and more 
difficult in Lac 

The security situation renders access more difficult 

Three months after the arrival of new IDPs, the humanitarian situation in Lac remains of 
grave concern. Baga-Sola, the logistical base for humanitarians  responding to the impact 
of the Nigerian crisis in Chad, was attacked on 10 October at the market and on the 
Kousseri IDP site. Other security incidents in Lac were reported with a heavy human toll 
which limited access in certain areas. 
This situation renders 
more difficult 
humanitarian access to 
vulnerable populations 
in need of assistance. 
As a result humanitarian 
organisations are 
concerned that they 
cannot assess the 
needs or provide 
assistance to IDPs 
throughout Lac region. 
Access to many IDPs 
who are living in  
extreme poverty is still 
very difficult for security reasons. Daboua, Liwa, Ngouboua, Tateveron and Kaiga Kindjiria 
are among these areas where there is little or no humanitarian access. Regular 
suspensions of the activities of a medical NGO in Ngouboua and the frequent 
postponement of UN assessment missions are evidence of this issue. 
After a temporary suspension following the 10 October attack, humanitarian activities have 
resumed on different sites and at the refugee camp but still only Bol and Baga Sola are 
relatively accessible, unlike the southern areas and northern and western Lac (Ngouboua, 
Daboua, Liwa). The humanitarian community has been informed of population 
displacements in these areas but they are not accessible for assessments either because 
of the terrain (poor or no roads after the rainy season) or for security reasons. Should this 
situation persist there is a real risk of a deterioration in the vulnerabilities of IDPs and host 
communities. 
 

Risk of community conflicts 

The attacks on 10
th
 October exacerbated 

tensions that already existed between the 
communities in the area. Some 
communities accused of being in collusion 
with the army militias are exposed to a risk 
of stigmatisation. A few weeks ago, some 
IDPs from one community apparently left 
several IDP sites, including Kafia and 
Kousseri, for their villages on the islands 
for fear of association and therefore 
reprisals. Peaceful coexistence 
mechanisms must be set up quickly by the 
authorities and humanitarian actors to 
prevent these tensions erupting.  
These repeated security incidents have 
caused the authorities and local 
populations concern about the proximity of 
the IDPs. For this reason the local 
authorities are considering the relocation 

The 10
th
 October 

attacks have a bit more 
limited humanitarian 
access in the Lac 
region and exacerbated 
tensions that existed 
between the 
communities in the 
area. 

One of the spontaneous sites created following displacement in July (OCHA / Mampasu) 

The humanitarian 
community has 
expressed concerns 
over the authorities’ 
decision to relocate 
displaced persons. 
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of Kafia and Kousseri IDP sites and Dar es Salaam refugee camp towards areas deemed 
more secure. This decision of the authorities could lead to uncontrolled displacementssuch 
as those reported since 20 October from Kafia and KousseriThese movements are not 
necessarily related to insecurity: according to a rapid assessment conducted by WFP in 
spontaneous sites from 4 to 10 October, IDPs go to and fro between spontaneous sites 
and their home villages, mainly for economic reasons. 
 

Concerns on the relocation of displaced persons 

The humanitarian community has expressed concerns over the authorities’ decision to 
relocate displaced persons in Baga Sola to a new site located at about 40 kilometres in the 
north. This decision of the authorities is not compatible with the Guidelines on the 
displacement of people within their own country (1998) and the Kampala Convention 
(2009) to which Chad is a signatory. These provisions promote the voluntary displacement, 
based on humanitarian imperatives. 
Further, the transfer of these individuals could further worsen their already precarious living 
conditions. This transfer to an isolated area would make it even more difficult for them to 
access basic social services (healthcare, access to drinking water and education in 
particular). 
In addition there are concerns over the limited resources available within the humanitarian 
community. This transfer would require additional human, financial and logistical resources 
which the humanitarian community does not have, as evidenced by the low level of funding 
for the Lac Response Plan (14%).  
 

El Niño and climate change in Chad 
A result of climate change 

According to the Office for National Meteorology, El Niño is a weather phenomenon 
characterised by the abnormal warming of a huge ocean surface that extends from the 
central Pacific to Peru and Ecuador ( South America) which occurs on average every 3-7 
years. This cyclical phenomenon is responsible for global climate anomalies that cause 
heavy precipitation or exceptional drought in many regions. These episodes have always 
had impacts particularly on agriculture with implications for food security worldwide. The 
impacts of El Niño, affect almost every aspect of human life: new disease outbreaks, floods 
and drought, disruption of agricultural production, fisheries and animal migration ... 

Possible impacts of El Niño on the Sahel and Chad 

In May-June 2015, the forecasts of the African Centre for Meteorological Application 
(ACMAD), for West Africa and the Sahel indicated a persistent warming and its gradual 
evolution over the entire area. Drier conditions than average and shorter crop periods are 
forecast for Niger-Chad and Senegal-Mali regions. According to the Weather Department, 
the phenomenon was noticeable 
in Chad some decades ago 
(1972-1973, 1982-1983, and 
1997-1998). It is noted that 
Chad’s Sahel belt is moving 
slowly southwards, encroaching 
on the savannah. This continues 
despite the Panafrican Great 
Green Wall initiative, which was to 
be extended from Senegal to 
Djibouti via Chad. The Chadian 
portion called 'Green Belt' was 
launched a few years ago but 
urgently needs strengthening in 
order to thwart the advance of the 
Sahel which would lead to an 
increased urban population. 

A wadi dried up on the outskirts of Mao in Kanem (OCHA / Zusanne) 

The El Niño 
phenomenon is 
responsible for global 
weather anomalies that 
cause heavy 
precipitation or 
exceptional drought in 
many regions. 

Action with regard to 
donors needs to be 
taken to strengthen 
investment in 
resilience. 
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Information gathered by the WFP on the effects of El Niño in August indicate that over the 
next 10 months the phenomenon could affect the food security of a large number of 
already vulnerable people who depend on agriculture and livestock for their livelihoods in 
the Sahel belt and in Chad in particular. The impacts will be more severe in areas where 
communities already suffering the cumulative effects of years of poor harvest. These 
people already adopt harmful coping strategies including reducing meals, sale of assets 
and the withdrawal of children from school. 

In 2016, El Niño impacts are expected to result in an increase in humanitarian needs, 
especially in food assistance in most of its areas of operation, according to WFP. 

Given that agricultural production forecasts this year seem to decrease compared with the 
average of the last five years (according to the Food Security Cluster), the effects of El 
Niño will persist until the end of the first half and even in the third quarter of 2016, with 
droughts or localized flooding. Agricultural and fodder production would lower in the south 
and in the Sahel, and water points could dry out, all of which will result in increased food 
and nutrition insecurity. Farmers and stockbreeders are likely to see a drop in their income 
caused by a deficit of dairy and meat as animals become underweight. An exodus from 
rural areas may increase pressure on natural resources in urban areas, exacerbating the 
potential for conflict. 

Measures to mitigate the adverse effects of El Niño 

The General Office of National Meteorology and its partners have proposed measures to 
reduce the possible negative effects of El Niño. 

In terms of agriculture and environment, capacities of the structures responsible for 
managing information on seasonal forecasts such as the national weather forecast service, 
the Information System on Food Security and Early Warning (SISAAP) the UNOSAT 
program of the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) and early 
warning systems at local level all need to be reinforced to allow for regular and timely 
sharing of reliable information. Training and supervision for producers and support for 
income-generating activities for the most vulnerable (women and young people) are also 
important. It is necessary to develop rainfed seed varieties for short cycles and / or 
drought-resistant for producers in areas at risk. Water management is a fundamental 
element in the development of rainfed and vegetable growing activities for which reason 
experts advise the use of certain techniques such as stone bunds, weirs, benches and half-
moons to improve agricultural production. 

Regarding stockbreeding, construction or rehabilitation of pastoral water points and the 
establishment of livestock food banks could alleviate the negative impacts of El Niño. 
Vaccination of livestock and epizootic surveillance allow producers to protect themselves 
against livestock losses. 

Donors need to be encouraged to intensify investment in resilience. 

These initiatives will help enable people to adapt to climate change in Chad. 

Chad to the Paris Conference 

The 21st Conference of the Parties to the Framework UN Convention on Climate Change 
(COP21) will be held from 30 November to 11 December 2015 in Paris (France). ''It is a 
crucial deadline since it must lead to a new international climate agreement, applicable to 
all countries, with the aim of keeping global warming below 2°C, '' it reads on the home 
page of the Paris Conference website. 
Chad will be represented at this international meeting and will contribute to the efforts to 
reduce climate change impacts around the world, particularly on its territory according to 
the expected contribution determined at national level. Without any condition, Chad will 
reduce by 18.2% its emissions of greenhouse gases by 2030, equivalent to 41,700 tons of 
carbon dioxide. Conditionally, the goal is to reduce by 71% the country's emissions by 
2030 (162,000 tons of carbon dioxide). 
In practice, this is to halve per capita emissions. To achieve this, Chad will start by 
strengthening its human, institutional and technical capacities and technology transfer. 
Water, agriculture and agroforestry, livestock and fisheries are the priority areas for 

Chad considers 
reducing by 18.2% its 
greenhouse gases 
emissions by 2030, 
equivalent to 41,700 
tons of carbon 
dioxide. 
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intervention. Some 13 regions in the country have been targeted as a priority, including the 
regions of the Sahel subject to climate impacts. Other regions such as Borkou, Tibesti, 
Eastern and Western Ennedi, Moyen Chari and Dar Sila are also targeted because of 
population movements they have registered. 
The overall cost of implementation of this contribution is over US$21 billion. This cost will 
be supported by donors among which the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD), the African Development Bank (ADB) and the European Union (EU). 
Challenges remain in the implementation of this plan, including limited understanding of the 
concept of climate change by much of the population, reinforced by illiteracy and the low 
involvement of women. In addition, the general state budget does not take into account 
climate change. On the ground, the climate governance structures are sorely lacking, apart 
from the General Office for Meteorology and the Department for the fight against climate 
change. 

In brief 
A week to promote the United Nations 

The UN system in Chad has organized a series of activities to celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of the UN. This aims at highlighting the organisation’s actions in support of the 
Chadian people and, at the same time advocating for the improvement of the living 
conditions of Chadians, particularly vulnerable people. 
On the ground, a young Chadian blogger agreed to travel to Goré (Logone Oriental) to put 
himself in the shoes of a humanitarian worker in order to understand and convey the 
commitment of UN workers and NGOs helping Central African Republic (CAR) refugees 
and Chadian returnees from CAR living in southern Chad. 
The issue of child marriage has also been  debated on Electron TV, a private local 
television channel. The guests, composed of representatives and technical experts of the 
Ministry of Women, Protection of Childhood and National solidarity, the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), explained 
the subject matter and advised viewers to contribute to reducing the incidence of the 
phenomenon. 
In another awareness raising activity, the UN team painted a mural about the environment 
on the wall of the largest and oldest high school in N'Djamena, the Lycée Félix Eboué. The 
objective was to instill among young people respect for the protection of the environment 
as the world awaits the Paris Conference on Climate Change which will open on 30 
November. 

Important links 
Chad: situation on the Lake region and the impact of the Nigerian crisis – Situation Report n°6 
(20/10/2015) 
http://goo.gl/mNJzcs  
 
EU donates additional € 1.5 million to UNICEF to combat child malnutrition in Chad 
http://goo.gl/UeRlTZ  
 
UNICEF Chad Humanitarian Situation Report, September 2015 
http://goo.gl/LftgkL   
 
Chad: Plunging from one nutrition crisis to the next 
http://goo.gl/FxzCOF  

For further information, please contact: 

Florent Méhaule, Head of Office, mehaule@un.org Tel: +235 68 85 10 04 
Mayanne Munan, Public Information Officer, munan@un.org  Tel: +235 62 93 48 26 

Augustin Zusanné, Public Information Officer Assistant, zusanne@un.org Tel: +235 63 90 09 13 

 
For more information, please visit http://www.unocha.org/tchad/ or http://reliefweb.int/country/tcd or http://tchad-one-un.org/. 

UN Week: an 
opportunity to 
advocate for the 
improvement of living 
conditions of 
Chadians, particularly 
vulnerable people. 
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